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The Effect of Laser-assisted Uvulopalatoplasty on the

Eustachian tube Function
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Over the past years the harmful effect of 1 lasty on the hian tube
function has been reported, but no study was carried out about that of laser-assisted

lopal: y on hian tube function. So a study of the eustachian tube function was

performed in patients who underwent laser-assisted uvulopalatoplasty. The 98 ears were

d by ic ry, and closed 11 g test.
During the follow-up of postoperative 2weeks, test results showed neither significant negative
middle ear pressure in tympanometry nor abnormal data in closed-nose swallowing test.
Patients with middle ear abnormalities and following middle ear surgery seem to be no high
risk candidates for this operation.
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Fig. 2. The results of tympanogram showing
middle ear pressure change during
p p. The
postoperative course was uneventful.
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Table 1. Distribution of abnormal cases in ty am and closed ing test.
Follow-up pre-op post-op AF post-op 1wk post-op 2wks

Tests

Local finding 0 0 0 0

Tympanogram 0 2 4 1]

Swallowing test 0 0 2 0

Total 0/49 2/49 4/49 0/49
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Fig. 3. The results of closed-nose swallo-
wing test showing intact eustachian
tube function during postoperative 2
weeks follow-up.
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