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Complicating Esophageal Foreign Bodies
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= Abstract =

Whether the result of instrumentation, tumor, spontaneous rupture, trauma, or foreign body
ingestion, esophageal perforation is as event associated with significant morbidity and
mortality. The incidence of perforation following foreign body ingestion appears low, however,
the complications are no less severe.

We experienced 2 cases of migrating esophageal foreign body : one is to the retropharyngeal
space and another to the carotid sheath, so we report our clinical experiences with review

of literatures.
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Fig. 1.

Neck lateral view(soft tissue techni-
que) showing air bubble and wide-
ning of the retropharyngeal space in
Case 1.
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Fig. 2. Contrast enhanced CT showing
bone-density foreign body, air bubble
and abscess on the retrolaryngeal

space at C6 level in Case 1.

Fig. 3. Contrast enhanced CT showing su-
perior mediastinitis in Case 1.
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Neck AP and lateral(soft tissue te-
chnique) view showing bone density
foreign body at the C5 and C6 inter-
vertebral disc level in Case 2.

Fig. 4.

Fig. 5. Contrast enhanced neck CT showing
the bone-density foreign body ar-

round the Rt carotid sheath after
penetrated esophagus and associated
periesophageal inflammation at the C
6 level in Case 2.
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