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A Case of Schwannoma of the Tongue Tip

Hong-Seok Park, MD, Bum-Seok Park, MD, Nam-Sook Myung, MD and Soo-Kweon Koo, MD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Busan St. Mary’ Medical Center, Busan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Schwannoma is a benign, solitary tumor which may arise from the nerve sheath of the peripheral, sympathetic and
cranial nerves. It is a characteristically slowly growing, well-encapsulated mass. About 25—45% of schwannoma
occurs in the head and neck region with which the acoustic nerve is most frequently involved. Schwannoma aris-
ing in the tongue is extremely uncommon. In this study, we have experienced a case of schwannoma arising from
tongue tip in 16-year-old male. We report this case with a literature review. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2009;20:268-271)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative finding. There is seen 0.5X0.5 cm si-
zed light pinkish and well encapsulated round mass in
the Rt. side of the mobile tongue.

Fig. 2. The tfumor shows a mixture of cellular (Antoni type A,
white arrow) and loose (Anfoni type B, black arrow) areas
(H & E stain, x40).

oIk

269

Fig. 3. Microscopic finding of the tumor shows alternat-
ing Antoni A areas (white arrow) illustrating nuclear pali-
sading with Verocay bodies and Antoni B areas (black ar-
row)(H & E stain, x200).
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