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Tracheal Divertiulum Discovered during Thyroid Surgery : A Case Report

Dae Hyoung Kang, MD, Hyo Sang Park, MD, Sung Won Kim, MD and Kang Dae Lee, MD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Tracheal diverticulum is relatively rare. It results from congenital or acquired weakness of the tracheal wall.
We experienced a case of tracheal diverticulum-an unexpected finding in computed tomography (CT) : 61-year
old male with suspicious papillary thyroid carcinoma in fine needle aspiration (FNAB) was admitted for total
thyroidectomy. Neck CT finding was incidentally found right paratracheal air cyst in the thoracic inlet. The
patient did not report coughing or any other symptom. It is important to identify anatomic relationship between
tracheal diverticulm and recurrent laryngeal nerve (RLN) during thyroidectomy not to injure RLN. We report
a case of posterolateral tracheal divertiulum with a review of the related literature. (J Clinical Otolaryngol
2009320:264-267)

KEY WORDS : Tracheal diverticulum - Recurrent laryngeal nerve.
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Fig. 1. Image from a neck CT scan. Tracheal diverticulum,
2 cm sized, right paratracheal air cyst (arrow) at the

right posterolateral aspect of frachea.

Fig. 2. Bronchoscopic view. noted several tiny air-bubble
producing opening at the right lateral frachea (arrow).
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Fig. 3. Intraoperative view. noted right posterolateral tra-
cheal diverticulum (large arrow), located along the pa-
thway of the right recurrent laryngeal nerve (arrow
head) in the right thyroid lobectomy.
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