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A Case of Osteoma of the Tongue

Hong Joong Kim, MD', Jong Eui Hong, MD', Jin Hyung Heo, MD? and Chan-Kee Yoo, MD'

! Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery; *Pathology, College of Medicine, Pochon CHA University,
Seongnam, Korea

ABSTRACT —

An osteoma is a benign bone tumor that commonly is seen in the mandible or maxilla in the head and neck re-
gion, but is rare in the soft tissue in the head and neck, such as tongue. Recently we experienced a case of tongue
osteoma. A 16-year-old woman presented with about 11cm sized, nodular, firm mass. The mass was observed
on the left side of the dorsum of the tongue. According to the medical record, when she was undergone ton-
sillectomy and adenoidectomy 7 years ago, there was the mass at the same site of the tongue at that time. It ap-
pears that the mass was enlarged slowly over the past 7 years. Surgical excision was done after physical exam
and magnetic resonance image. Histologically, the lesion was compact bone with osteocytes and haversian
system and the bone was surrounded by fibrous connective tissue and stratified squamous epithelium. So the
lesion was diagnosed as ‘osteoma of the tongue’. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2009320:110-114)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative infraoral finding. About 11 cm sized,
nodular, and firm mass was observed. The mass located
at the base of the tongue just left of the midline, the site
of exact circumvallate papilla. alo] A7 = 2243 deld A8 5 dF

ofX
»

Fig. 2. Oropharynx MRI finding. About é mm sized Lt. paramedian superficial nodule on the tongue base (white arrow),
signal void in T1 weighted image and T2 low signal and no definite contrast enhancement. A : TIWL B : T2WI. C : TIWI
with contrast.
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Fig. 3. A : Central mass of mature bone surounded by fibrous connective fissue and covered with stratified squamous
epithelium (H & E X 12), B : High magnification view reveals osteocytes and the matured lamellated bone with haver-

sian system (H & E, 100).

Fig. 4. Postoperative infraoral finding. The wound healed
quite well and there was no finding of relapse.
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