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A Case of Inferior Concha Bullosa

Kyoung Ho Jun, MD, Jae Hoon Lee, MD, Jung Rae Jeong, MD and Sang Heon Lee, MD

Department of Otolaryngology, Institute of Wonkwang Medical Science, College of Medicine, Wonkwang University,
lksan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Concha bullosa of the inferior turbinate is an extremely rare anatomic variant. We present a case of inferior
concha bullosa, which we discovered during an evaluation of a patient who had chronic rhinosinusitis with
nasal polyps. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2007;18:271-273)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative axial CT scan shows opacity of both
ethmoid and maxillary sinuses. It also shows left inferior
concha bullosa.
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Fig. 2. Endoscopic intraoperative view of

concha bullosa. IT : left inferior turbinate, C : concha
bullosa.
1 o=

¥4 e T2 FWNE Qdon s} 2
5 Aoksdst AEde WiEe ML 5 9
O Zule) §715Rs Holel wel 37b fEow
s $ 9ed], AAE vertical lamelladl] =3k =3
& (lamella type) ©]3, E#+= inferior bulbous l‘?‘ﬂ of
uk Ueh k= 258 (bulbous type) ©m, AlAl= e}

& E3kel= 8438 (extensive type) ©]th
sHIINE FHIAleL d wle- =&
A7 F7H 7ol RaEglEdE A
gl 2sliA FAw szl faE U
JAE GAola? SR szl A
Fol Az Ae] shziete s &
3}H1§7H7} FI iRl A ol
= )skE Y ukgt ekt
Yyolsr wee AR Us 013}‘”
A EE AdelEr Adof

19884 Zinreich 570] A& Bk
Unlu V¢l 93] B3 =gic). BF
7 2ElE A e FEls

A

>~
nn

SIS 7FA SAlollA] =
FapA ShRbA WS AE

S PR 44

REFERENCES

1) Unlu HH, Altuntas A, Aslan A, Eskiizmir G, Yucel A. In-
ferior concha bullosa. J Otolaryngol 2002;31:62-4.
Zinreich SJ, Mattox DE, Kennedy DW, Rosebaum AE.
Concha bullosa: CT evaluation. J Comput Assist Tomogr
1988;12:778-84.

Dawlaty EE. Inferior concha bullosa -a radiological and
clinical rarity. Rhinology 1999;37:133-5.

Dogru H, Doner F, Uygur K, Gedikli O, Certin M. Pneuma-
tized inferior turbinate. Am J Otolaryngol 1999;20:139-41.
Ozcan C, Gorur K, Duce MN. Massive bilateral inferior con-
cha bullosa. Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 2002;111:1001-1.
Oh YC, Kim MJ, Park JB, Lee WY. A case of inferior con-
cha bullosa. Korean J Otorhinolaryngol-Head Neck Surg
2003;46:253-4.

7) Ingram WA, Richardson BE. Concha bullosa of an inferior

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)



turbinate. Ear Nose Throat J 2003;82:605-7.

8) Gocmen H, Oguz H, Ceylan K, Samim E. Infected inferior
turbinate pneumatization. Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol 2005;
262:979-81.

9) Kiroglu AF, Cankaya H, Yuca K, Kara T, Kiris M. Isolated
turbinitis and pneumatization of the concha inferior in a
child. Am J Otolaryngol 2007;28:67-8.

10) Kim NP, Kang BS, Song HJ, Lee WJ, Lee WY, Kim CA.
The contents of concha bullosa and its origin site. Korean J

273

Tz of | o2y SHIZN

Otorhinolaryngol-Head Neck Surg 1998;41:471-3.

11) Lee KJ, Youn EK, Lee YU, Kim DH, Suh JD. Anatomic
variations on PNS CT. Korean J Radiol 1994;31:431-8.

12) Har-el G, Slavit DH. Turbinoplasty for concha bullosa: a
non-synechiae-forming alternative to middle turbinectomy.
Rhinology 1996;34:54-6.

13) Kane KJ. Recirculation of mucus as a cause of persistent
sinusitis. Am J Rhinol 1997;11:361-9.



