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A Case of Dual Ectopic Thyroid

Jong-Sun Lee, MD, Hyung Ro Chu, MD and Jong-Bum Yoo, MD

Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of Medicine,
Hallym University, Seoul, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Ectopic thyroid is an uncommon embryological aberration characterized by the presence of thyroid tissue in a site
other than its unusual pretracheal region. Usually it occurs along the path of descent of the developing thyroid
primodium from the foramen cecum, commonest being lingual followed by sublingual and in the anterior midline
of the neck at, or below, the level of the hyoid bone. It is unusual for lingual thyroid to present simultaneously with
another ectopic thyroid. We reported patient with dual ectopic thyroid tissue in tongue base and hyoid area. (J

Clinical Otolaryngol 2006517:277-280)
KEY WORD : Dual ectopic thyroid.
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Fig. 1. Photograhs showing a non-
tender, anterior-midline neck swel-
ling of the thyro-hyoid area, which is
slowly growing in size.

Fig. 2. Neck CT images. There are 1
cm and 2.5 cm sized well defined
round masses of tongue base and
hyoid area on the axial image.
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Fig. 3. Thyroid scanning (s9mTc) showing uptake in tongue
base and upper neck.
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