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A Case of Sparganosis in the Submandibular Triangle
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Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Seoul Veterans Hospital, Seoul, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Sparganosis is caused by tapeworm larva of the genus Spirometra, which commonly invades the subcutaneous
tissue, and less frequently invades the abdominal wall, intestine, muscle, thorax, breast, eye, brain, spinal cord, etc.
Clinically and radiographically sparganosis could be confused with neoplasms it appears masses. The confirma-
tive diagnosis of sparganosis is made by surgical removal of the worm. We experienced a rare case of living spar-
ganosis in the submandibular triangle with a review of literatures. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2005516:330-333)
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Fig. 1. Ulfrasonography of neck. Linear fubular hypoe-
choic structure is noted in fat plane between left sub-
mandibular gland and left sternocleidomastoid muscle
(white arrow).

Fig. 2. AO Contrast enhan-
ced neck CT scans (sub-
mandibular gland level)O
showing a slightly enhan-
cing focal lesion in the left
submandibular gland (white
arrow) and a low density
lesion in the left ternoclei-
domastoid muscle (black
arrow head). BO Conftrast
enhanced neck CT (ante-
rior commisure of thyroid
cartilage level)d Low den-
sity tubular lesion is noted
swollen left stemocleidomas-
foid muscle (white arrow).
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Fig. 3. An infraoperative phothgraph showing a mass
formed by sparganum infection.
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Fig. 4. A photograph showing a sparganum taken from
the mass.
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Fig. 5. A microscopic photograph showing a mature spar-
ganum body in the mass (H & E stain x 40).
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