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— ABSTRACT —

The function of the olfactory and gustatory receptors is to monitor the air breathed and the food intake. Although
humans are less dependent on chemosensory input than other mammals, olfactory and gustatory function still
plays a critical role in health and behavior. The olfactory and gustatory system have historically received less
attention than other special senses, perhaps due to challenges related to its study in humans. In this article, we
review the olfactory and gustatory epithelial anatomy, epithelial recognition of stimulants and related signal

transduction. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2020;31:133-138)
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