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A Case of Fish Bone Foreign Body Presenting as Tongue Base Abscess

Jong Chul Hong, MD, Hyoung Shin Lee, MD, Joo Yeun Kim, MD and Kang Dae Lee, MD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

—ABSTRACT —

Foreign bodies in the oral cavity and pharyngolarynx are one of the most frequently encountered accidental cases
in the out patients departments and the emergency room in the otolaryngological fields. Fish bone is the most
common foreign body in adults. They are simply removed with a endoscope, but sometimes surgical removal
is needed. These foreign bodies occasionally become impacted necessitating general anesthesia for extraction.
We experienced a case of fish bone which caused tongue base abscess. It was removed under ultrasonographic
guidance with minimal morbidity. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2006517:270-272)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative CT scan. A : A relatively well-margi-
nated abscess formation at the tongue base is identified.
B : A linear calcified density (arrow) in the abscess is
detected.

Fig. 2. Ulfrasonographic findings. A : Hypoechoic abscess
formation identified with linear calcification (arrow). B :
Linear calcified lesion (arow) identified after surgical dra-
inage of the abscess.
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Fig. 3. Photograph of the removed fish bone. It was me-
asured as 0.6 cm in length.
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