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Clinical Application of the Digital Camera
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—ABSTRACT —

Background : The 35 mm camera has been used in various medical fields. With development of computer
technology, digital camera is replacing the 35 mm camera because it has more merits than 35 mm camera. We
made the attachable adapter (to digital camera) to use in the medical photography. Materials : We use digital
camera, adapter attached to digital camera and endoscope. Result and Discussion : We take photos of tympanic
membrane, nasal cavity, larynx, and oral cavity using digital camera. Use of digital camera greatly enhanced
the efficiency of our practice. The advantages and disadventages of digital camera are discussed. Conclusion :
The digital camera is now replacing the role of 35 mm camera in the otolaryngologic department as well as
other medical field because of it’s merits. (J Clinical Otolaryngol 2002513:118-121)
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Table 1. Characteristics of digital camera for attachable
adapter

Caracteristics
Model Nikon Coolpix 950
Accessory Adapter that can be attached
anterior to lense
Lense Fixed type
Light source Used with endoscope
(Xenon is prefered)
1) Monitoring when taking photos
Others
2) Flash-off mode selectable
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Fig. 1. The schematic design of adapter.
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Fig. 2. Endoscope is aftached to digital camera using
adapter.

Fig. 3. Medical photos using adapter. A0 Tympanic me-
mbrane, BO Nasal cavity, CO Larynx (with hemangioma),
DO Oral cavity (granuloma).
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Fig. 4. Medical photos without adapter. AO Submandi-
bular insision, BO Parotid gland (gross specimen), CO
Neck mass, DO PNS CT.
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