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=Abstract=
Cranial Polyneuropathy in Ramsay Hunt Syndrome
Sung-Kyun Moon, M.D., Myung-Hyun Chung, M.D., Joo Hwan Lee, M.D.

Department of Otorhinolaryngology, College of Medicine,
Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Background and Objectives : Ramsay-Hunt syndrome is characterized by otalgia, vesicular eruption on the
pinna, retroauricular area or face and facial palsy. It is caused by Herpes zoster infection of the facial nerve in
patients of low immune state. Sometimes other cranial nerves can be involved in this syndrome but there is not
much information about these cases because of its rare incidence. The purpose of this report is to study the
characteristics of cranial polyneuropathy in Ramsay Hunt syndrome and the clinical differences between the
groups of Ramsay-Hunt syndrome with and without polyneuropathy.

Materials and Methods : There were 215 cases of facial nerve palsy for 14 years in Yongdong Severance
Hospital including 37 cases of Ramsay-Hunt syndrome which were reviewed retrospectively among them. The
duration of their clinical follow up was more than 6 months.

Results : Cochl ibular nerve was i d most frequently in Ramsay Hunt syndrome and it was also

noted that the symtoms and signs of trigeminal, abds lossopharyngeal, vagus and accessory nerves. There
was female predominance and higher mean age in the cranial polyneuropathy group. It had worse recovery rate
than typical Ramsay-Hunt syndrome but there was no statistical significance.

Conclusion : It is suggested that cranial polyneuropathy in Ramsay-Hunt syndrome has different clinical

findings from typical Ramsay Hunt syndrome and it is required that evaluation of more cases, study of the

pathogenesis, and setting of the diagnostic criteria.
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Fig. I. Frequencies of Cranial nerve involvement ( Two

cases have symtoms and signs of more than two
cranial nerves. )
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Table I. Comparison between cranial poly-neuropathy
and typical Ramsay Hunt syndrome

Cranial Polyneuropathy  Facial Palsy Only ~ Total

Cases 14(37.6%) BE2J%k) 3
Mean Age 517 414 43
SexRaiofM:F  4:10 12 15:22
Recovery Rate 714% 87.0% 81.1%
T p<005
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Fig. 2. Postgadolinium infusion film showing increased
signals of facial ( white arrow head ) and
glossopharyngeal ( black arrow heads ) nerves.
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